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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), 
which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-12 have been canceled in the Preliminary Amendment filed on 
the same date as the original application and new claims have been added. 
Claims 13-32 are new and pending and examined on the merits. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 18 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
typographical error; part "d." should have been part ~b.~. Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 20 & 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The claim language in both claims describes that the first passage is 
located adjacent to the bladder rather than inside the bladder, wherein the first 
passage is for supplying or removing fluid between the wound and the bladder. It 
is unclear to one skilled in the art how the fluid inflating media can be supplied to 
the interior of the bladder via the first passage, which is located outside of the 
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bladder, and then have the media seep out of the bladder into the wound. 
Furthermore, in Fig. 1 of the instant application, the Applicant shows a first 
passage adjacent to the bladder and a separate passage for supplying fluid 
inflating media to the inside of the bladder. 

For the examination of the above claims, the Examiner assumes that the 
Applicant has meant to claim "a third passage" in place of "the first passage." 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 13-16, 18, & 25-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Blott et al. (US 2006/0155260, "Blott"). 

With regard to Claim 13, Blott teaches a wound treatment device (see Fig. 
16a) comprising: 

a) a bladder (348) to be placed over and/or within a wound, the bladder 
being inflatable to conform to the surface of the wound; 

b) sealing means (342) for isolating the bladder from the atmosphere 
when placed over and/or within the wound; 
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c) a first passage (355), the first passage opening adjacent the 

bladder; and 

d) a suction source (18, see Fig. 1 and [0510]) connected to the first 
passage, whereby the suction source may apply suction to an area 
between the bladder and the wound and thereby drain exudates 
from the area. 

With regard to Claim 14, Blott also teaches that the bladder has a surface 
with folds (352) thereon when inflated (membrane 361 line the exterior surface of 
the bladder and is therefore considered to be part of the bladder's surface). 

With regard to Claims 15 & 16, Blott also teaches that the bladder has a 
convoluted outer surface with an uneven texture (membrane 361 with apertures 
362, [0613]). 

With regard to Claim 18, Blott also teaches: 

a) a second passage (354), the second passage opening adjacent the 
bladder; and 

b) a fluid rinsing media source (12, see Fig. 1) connected to the 
second passage, whereby the fluid rinsing media source may 
supply fluid rinsing media to an area between the bladder and the 
wound. 

With regard to Claims 25 & 26, Blott also teaches that the sealing means 
includes a skirt extending from the bladder (see Figs. 1 & 16a) and at least a 
portion of the skirt bears adhesive ([0100]). 
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With regard to Claim 27, Blott teaches a wound treatment device 
comprising: 

a) a seal (3), the seal being defined by a sheet of material having 
opposing sides; 

b) an inflatable bladder (348) extending from at least one of the sides 
of the seal, whereby the seal defines a skirt extending outwardly 
from at least a portion of the bladder (see Fig. 16a); 

c) an inflating fluid media source (inherent for filling the 348) in fluid 

communication with the bladder, whereby the bladder may be 
inflated with inflating fluid media ([0602]). 
With regard to Claim 28, Blott also teaches that at least one of the 
opposing sides of the seal bears adhesive ([0100]). 

With regard to Claim 29, Blott also teaches a rinsing fluid media source 
(12) providing rinsing fluid media to at least one opening situated adjacent the 
bladder (354), whereby the area adjacent the bladder may be rinsed with rinsing 
fluid media. 

With regard to Claim 30, Blott also teaches a suction source having at 
least one opening situated adjacent the bladder (355), whereby the suction 
source may apply suction to an area adjacent the bladder. 

With regard to Claim 31 , Blott teaches a wound treatment device 
comprising: 

a) a seal (3), the seal being defined by a sheet of material having 
opposing sides bounded by a seal perimeter; 
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b) an inflatable bladder (348) spaced inwardly from the seal perimeter, 
whereby the seal defines a skirt extending outwardly from the 
bladder; 

c) an inflating fluid media source ([0608]) in fluid communication with 
the bladder, whereby the bladder may be inflated with inflating fluid 
media; and 

d) a fluid communication passage (355): 

1 ) isolated from the interior of the bladder, and 

2) opening adjacent the bladder; 

e) a fluid pressure source in communication with the fluid 
communication passage, whereby the fluid pressure source may 
supply fluid to, and/or withdraw fluid from the fluid communication 
passage. 

With regard to Claim 32, Blott also teaches that at least one of the 
opposing sides of the seal bears adhesive ([0100]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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8. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 
148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for 
determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at 
issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

9. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blott in view of Bates et al. (US 2005/0131326, "Bates"). Blott does not 
expressly teach that the bladder is at least partially defined by a bellows. Bates 
teaches a bladder for placement inside a wound that is partially defined by a 
bellows (see Fig. 4, when the bladder 106 is deflated it naturally forms pleats just 
like a bellow). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Blott with Bates for the purpose of allowing the 
bladder to collapse to reduce volume and therefore adjust to the size of the 
wound. 

10. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blott in view of Boynton et al. (US 6,520,982, "Boynton"). Blott does not teach a 
heater heating the fluid rinsing media from the fluid rinsing media source. 
Boynton teaches heating a liquid used for irrigating a wound. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
Blott with Boynton for the purpose of making the wound treatment process more 
comfortable for the patient. 
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1 1 . Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blott in view of Palasis (US 2002/00951 14). Blott also teaches that the device: 

a) further comprising a fluid inflating media source (inherent in "permit 

inflation of the body 348" in [0602]) connected to a third passage, 
whereby the fluid inflating media source may supply fluid inflating 
media to the interior of the bladder; 
However, Blott does not teach: 

b) wherein the bladder is formed of a material which the fluid inflating 

media may pass through, whereby fluid inflating media inflating the 

bladder may permeate into the wound. 
Palasis teaches a balloon with apertures on the surface so that the 
inflating media may pass through and permeate into the surrounding tissues 
([0046-47], Fig. 1 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to modify Blott with Palasis for the purpose of 
providing pressure on the tissues while delivering a therapeutic agent. 

12. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blott in view of Oyaski (US 2002/0182246). Blott does not teach that the bladder 
is transparent to allow for visual inspection of the wound. Oyaski teaches a 
bladder (28) that is transparent ([0017]) to allow for visual inspection of the 
wound. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify Blott with Oyaski for the purpose of letting the caretaker 
see the healing progress of the wound. 
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13. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blott in view of Prescott (US 5,989,245). Blott does not teach a light source 
within or adjacent the bladder, whereby the light source may photostimulate the 
wound surface. Prescott teaches a portable laser bandage used in speeding up 
wound healing. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to incorporate Prescott's bandage into Blott for the 
purpose of stimulating cells to grown faster so the wound can heal sooner. 

14. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blott in view of Alon (US 5,230,703). Blott does not teach an electrical terminal 
within or adjacent the bladder. Alon teaches placing an electrode inside the 
wound (Col. 3 lines 4-8) to stimulate blood circulation and therefore promote 
wound healing. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Blott with Alon for the purpose of speeding up 
wound healing. 

15. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blott in view of Mann (US 5,385,538). Blott also teaches that the device further 
comprises a fluid inflating media source (inherent for inflating the bladder, [0602]) 
connected to a third passage, the fluid inflating media source being actuatable to 
supply fluid inflating media to the interior of the bladder. Blott does not explicitly 
teach withdrawing fluid inflating media from the interior of the bladder. Mann 
teaches inflating and deflating a bladder used in treating an injury for the purpose 
of varying the degree of compression on the wound. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the arts at the time of the invention to modify Blott with 
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Mann for the purpose of speeding up the healing process without causing 
unbearable discomfort to the patient. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to SUSAN SU whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3848. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM-6:00PM 
EST (alternate Fridays off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Tatyana Zalukaeva can be reached on 571-272-1 115. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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